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Construction General =

Permit — Stormwater

May 3, 2007
Deadline: 5/4/07 5pm

Ms. Song Her

Clerk to the Board

State Water Resources Control Board
1001 I Street, 24™ Fioor

Sacramento, California 95814

MAY - 4 2007

SWRCB EXECUTIVE

SUBJECT: COMMENT LETTER - DRAFT CONSTRUCTION PERMIT
Tdear Ms. Her:

The American Public Works Association {APWA) San Diego and Imperial’' Counties

Chapter offers comments on the following topics in the Draft Copstruction Permit: |
Sections [X.G and IX.H Active Treatment System (ATS) or Source Control Option, and |
Section IX.K New Development and Re-development Storm Water Performance™]

Standards.

S S

Section IX Active Treatment System (AT, S) or Source Control Optién

The Draft Construction Permit Sections [X.G and IX.H require implementation of either
an Active Treatment System (ATS) or Source Control Option, tespectively, where the
soils to be exposed on a construction site contain more than 10% (by weight) particle sizes
sialler than 0.02. mm (medium silt).

Active treatment has several potential drawbacks, particularly (I) the potential for toxicity
tmpacts to downstream systems, and (2) it is technically very difficult to mobilize and
operate. - At best, it could result in water quality protection at a prohibitive cost, but at
worst it could result in unintended consequences that outweigh any water quality benefits.
Due to these drawbacks, active treatment should be a last resort used only in situations
where source control is ineffective, or only after it has been determined that the Source
Control Option cannot be achieved.

Unfortunately, the Source Control Option provided in Section IX.H is so restrictive that it
will not be achievable for most construction sites greater than five acres. Section [X.H.b
limits the arca of active construction to five acres at a time. A five-acre grading restriction
is unprecedented in the construction industry in general. Grading is but one element of
many interrelated elements on a project. Soil balarice, handling, and stockpiling needs,

equipment staging, ingress and egress, haul roads, utility construction, on-site rock:

crushing and aggregate preparation, interim drainage and other operations must also be
considered. Limiting the amount of grading area could force compromises in the proper
design and operation of the other clements of a project, potentially compromising the
health and safety of the citizens in the community. Therefore, as it is currently written

with Section IX.H.b, the Drafi Construction Permit would effectively require active

treatment for nearly all construction sites greater than five acres.
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